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large tock of Books in Mew Condition at greatly reduced prices. 
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LIBRARIANS are invited to visit our Strand House Showroom, where 
wide selection of recent travel books, biography, miscellaneous litera 


W. H. SMITH & 


SECOND-HAND DEPARTMENT 
STRAND HOUSE, PORTUGAL ST., LONDON, W.C.2_ 
Entrance “B” 


W. SMITH AND SON, LTD. 


10/6 > 
106 
106. 


G. BLUNT & 


ECONOMY 


buy become valueless, Have your books bound now, 
Economise by sending your orders 


LTD. 


Compere Our costs 


as against the purchase of a mew book pilus uent 
a 


FALSE ECO NOMY 


It is mot. an economy to defer the rebi of books. Loose 
leaves are soon missing leaves, and books wh are expensive to 


to Blunt’s 


NDON, N 


SON” 


Telephone Holborn 4343 


2 
at 
2 


Editorial 

Lrerary activity has been very great since the year opened. On all 
sides librarians report issues which are greatly in excess of any pre- 
viously reached. This has been interpreted by ourselves and by 
others as a reflex of the general unemployment. It is also due no 
doubt to the lack of pence on the part of many people for amuse- 
ments, who find that reading is a cheap form of diversion. There 
can be no cause for anything but satisfaction in the fa& that in such 
unhappy times our people turn to books. It is a hopeful sign, for the 
nation that reads gathers a resilience and buoyancy which can be 
got from few other activities. 

* ~ 

But what do they read? We hear that fiction circulation has 
increased, and some of our wiseacres shake gloomy heads over this. 
Without reason ; for that refreshment needed for facing actual every- 
day difficulties comes to many from novels. That is why we should 
like to see what the Americans call a “ nation-wide” discussion of 
what Mr. Berwick Sayers described as “ This Fi@tion Question” in 
the article to which Mr. J. P. Lamb responded last month. There 
must be many other librarians of experience who could contribute 
something useful to the discussion. 

*« *x * 

The new branch library at Tottenham is an example of the theory 
now being suggested of buildings for the day only. It is undoubtedly 
a sound one in most towns, pn anyone who contemplates the public 
libraries—or indeed any libraries—built fifty years ago will realize 


that in many cases they cry aloud to be re-built. A building of simple 
fire-and-weather-resisting materials would be better, we think, than 
the red-brick-and-white-stone-facings erections that many authorities 
raise; at any rate as a 4 erreur test of a locality. A permanent 


building might follow if circumstances warranted it, but past experi- 
ence suggests that the simple stru€ture would often lead to a change 
of site. * * * * 

The January number of The Manchefter Librarian, the capital 
little journal of the Library Fellowship of that city, is an offering to 
Mr. Jast on his retirement from the chief librarianship. It contains 
some whimsically characteristic reminiscences by Mr. E. A. Savage, 
the sly humour of which does not disguise his admiration for the 
work of his former chief; an account of Mr. Jast’s work as a play- 
wright and founder of the Unnamed Society, by Mr. Sladen Smith ; 
and not least a charming lyric by Mr. Jast himself, and his address, 
“New Lamps for Old,” which every librarian may ponder as one of 
the most attractive and thought-provoking things written by a librarian 
in recent years. It is to be hoped, now that Mr. Jast is relieved of 
his great charge at Manchester, he may spend some part of his leisure 
in persuading a publisher to put out his plays; every library would 
welcome them. * 

The claims for financial support of the National Central Library 
will not, we hope, be overlooked by public librarians and their com- 
mittees this year. There seems to be an impression that the Govern- 
ment grant it receives was intended to support the Library and that 
local grants would, therefore, become less necessary. The Govern- 
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ment grant, however, must be devoted exclusively to the biblio- 
graphical bureau work of the N.C.L., and cannot be spent on books 
or ordinary administration. The need, therefore, remains as great 
as ever, and in a time of stringency, when it is less possible than 
usual for individual libraries to buy expensive books, greater support 
should be given to the National Central Library in order that it may 
serve us ail. Nor should contributions to regional library bureaux 
be regarded as a sufficient reason for reducing the contribution to the 
Central Library. The Government commission which enquired into 
the position urged that public authorities were not yet doing the best 
they could in this matter. We, therefore, suggest that every reader 
should ask what he and his library are doing for this great central 
co-operative effort from which we all benefit. 


The Conference to be held in Bournemouth in September should 
be as attractive as any in recent years. The opening of a new library 
a few weeks ago at Charminster, not long ago far in the country, 
shows that the pinewood city is growing at an unprecedented rate, 
and it now has all the qualities of a great continental pleasure resort. 
The opening we referred to was notable for the — not only 
of the President, Colonel Mitchell; three retired librarians of repute 
were also there—Mr. Everatt of Streatham, Mr. Lawrence Inkster, 
formerly the Honorary Secretary of the Library Association, and Mr. 
Sparke, recently of Bolton. It suggests that, with the operation of 
the Superannuation A&s, colonies of librarians will be found along 
our coasts who will spend the evening of life, we hope, in clubable 
fashion. Mr. Riddle is now one of our veterans, and we noted with 
raya the presence of a former chairman and library pioneer, 

. C. J. Whitting. * * * 

British librarians will sympathise with their American colleagues 
in the succession of losses the profession has sustained in the past 
year. The latest has been caused by the death of Miss Sarah C. N. 
Bogle, the Assistant-Secretary of the American Library Association, 
who died on January 11th. Mr. Walter H. Brown, who was for 
fifty-five years conneéted with the Buffalo Public Library, and Dr. 
Charles F, D. Belden, of Boston Public Library, whom many English 
librarians remember at the Edinburgh meeting in 1927, are among 
those who have passed on recently. A number of British librarians 
will remember another American librarian, Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Wood, whose notable pioneer work in the libraries of China came to 
an end with her death after twenty-five years’ service in that country. 
No reference to these losses has appeared in official British journals, 
and the note on Melvil Dewey in the January issue of The Library 
Association Record must have been written by someone who was not 
qualified to refleé& the estimation in which that great librarian is held 
in Britain. * * * * 

Mr. R. A. Peddie needs no introduction to our readers as a 
compiler of and expert on all matters bibliographical. His latest work, 
a Subject Index of Books published before 1880, is the result of many 
years of research. We are confident that the Index will be welcomed 
in the bibliographical world. 
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What of the Future ? 
By J. P. Lams, Chief Librarian, Sheffield. 

THE next few months, when municipal departmental budgets are 
—— to Finance Committees, will be a testing time for the public 
ibrary movement. After several years of gradual expansion, pmo 
which the public library appeared to have secured a place, uven if a 
minor one, among the “ necessity” departments, it has now to face 
the axe with other municipal aétivities whose value has never been 
questioned. Will it fall with greatest force on the library, or will it 
cleave off slices of funds in just proportion ? 

Already the portents are ominous. The Manchester Economy 
Committee has curtailed the building programme of the Libraries 
and criticised very severely the Young People’s Rooms; it went to 
the length of suggesting that the work should be part of the duty 
of the Education Committee, and the matter was debated at a joint 
meeting of my erg of the Education and Libraries Committees. 
It has insisted on closing one of these rooms ; it has refused to allow 
another to be organised in an existing branch library; the libraries’ 
staff is to be reduced ; and the appointment of specially trained and 
higher paid librarians to the Young People’s Rooms is to cease. 

Sheffield also is very much under the weather. A sudden cut 
of £1,500 was made in the libraries’ estimated expenditure for the 
current year when half the year had run. The estimates for 1932-33, 
tentatively under discussion, are to be ruthlessly pruned. A cut 
£6,000 has been demanded, which, with the £1,500 lost during the 
current year, will make a total reduction of £7,500 from a total of 
£39,000: a ruinous proportion. If this cut is enforced, it will largely 
nullify the work of the past few years. 

Are these isolated instances of cities which live (or rather, pine) 
on the shrinking staple industries, or is the movement likely to become 
general? Clearly there are lean times ahead; clearly the country is 
in no mood to tolerate the imposition on the rates of the vast increase 
in Public Assistance expenditure caused by unemployment. Some 
fortunate residential towns may escape the deluge; the suffering 
industrial areas may insist on a much-needed reform of the public 
assistance system by the creation of a national pool. But the history 
of municipal development holds little hope of so sensible a solution, 
and the majority of industrial towns and cities must expec drastic 
economies in departmental budgets to offset the charge of poor relief. 
The proportion of the cuts on the public libraries as compared with 
those on other departments will give a measure of the present position 
of the library movement in the municipal services. 

A very thoughtful and honest article, “ The Library in Hard 
Times,” in the Library Journal of December 1$t, by Mr. Carl B. Roden, 
Librarian of Chicago, shows that even in America, where one would 
imagine that the public library movement is securely entrenched, 
libraries are classed as non-necessitous services when economies have 
to be made. Describing the experiences of the Chicago libraries, 
Mr. Roden says that the Citizens’ Committee which was formed to 
colle& and administer funds after the virtual collapse of the civic 
administration, “ ruled that the Public Library was not an essential 
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municipal aétivity and could not be considered in the allotment of 
funds. This dictum was not adhered to, perhaps because of the 
surpassing persuasive powers of our financial officer, but nevertheless 
it reflects the first, spontaneous reaction of a body of men of affairs, 
seriously and competently dealing with a municipal problem of the 
highest importance, and bringing to bear on it their proverbial, hard- 
headed, trained intelligence.” Later, referring to another article, 
he says, “‘ Our colleague in Providence also refers to the characterisa- 
tion of the public library as a non-essential institution, and we know 
from recent reports that this appraisal has by implication been applied 
elsewhere . . . It is . . . significant that Mr. C. B. Joeckel, in his 
fine Study of public libraries in municipalities under city managers, 
found that this class of public administrators were by no means 
impressed with the importance of the public library in the corporate 
organisations under their control.” 

Must we then conclude that the public library is always to be 
regarded as a luxury service, tolerated when good times are with us, 
and ruthlessly limited when times are bad: a shuttlecock tossed 
between plenty and adversity, with no stable qualities which will 
allow it to maintain some sort of equilibrium? I must confess that 
the extravagance of American public libraries, the lack of a sense of 
proportion, the misty idealism of many librarians, made me wonder 
what would happen if the depression persisted in the United States. 
But even if this is the cause of the present depression in library finance 
in that country, no reasonable person can apply it to British libraries. 
Our Public Libraries have little to which they can point with pride, 
but their worst enemies cannot accuse them of extravagance. I 
think myself that public libraries are more firmly rooted in our public 
life than are American libraries in theirs; that the extraordinary 
magnificence of their systems is due less to a real belief in books and 
libraries than to a national prodigality of which the Englishman who 
has not visited the United States can have no conception, and to the 
absence of competition. Municipal departments in America are few ; 
local taxation is heavy ; and the accepted departments therefore are 
luxuriously equipped compared with ours. 

I fear that at present we must accept the view that, so far as 
public libraries in this country are concerned, their limits are clear 
and unmistakable. Irrespective of the politics of the controlling party, 
municipalities are not prepared to spend a penny more than they can 
help on the service; and the librarian who strives for efficiency 
becomes an intolerable nuisance in that his activities involve an 
expenditure which no one is willing to face. I may be unduly pessi- 
mistic: heavy cuts in one’s estimates do not add to the gaiety of 
librarianship. But if the examples of some municipalities are to be 
paralleled throughout the country, the outlook for the public library 
movement is dark indeed. Hard times may go; some pale prosperity 
may return to public libraries ; but until they can find a secure place 
among the necessities of municipal life, they must remain at the 
mercy of every economic storm that sweeps the country. 

So much for the present and the immediate future. But must 
we accept tamely a position of permanent inferiority; must we 
submit for ever to our description, so often despairingly quoted by 
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IMPORTANT FICTION 
FOR SPRING, 1932 


THE LISTENING WOMAN 
By Massicks Sparroy 
“For dramatic intensity, I have never read anything of 


the kind which can com with this. It is a combination 
of Grand Guignol and Detedtive Story Story.’ 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. net 


THE LOST GLEN By Neil M. Gunn 


This novel by the author of Morninc Tipe, one of the 
high lights of 1931, is a tale of the highlands. 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. net 
SCOTTISH SHORT STORIES 


A representative collection of short stories by eminent 
Scottish Authors. 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. net 


IRISH SHORT STORIES 


Edited by George A. Birmingham 


A volume of typical Irish Stories by well-known Irish 
authors. 


Crown 8vo,. 7s. 6d. net 


NORTH WIND By James Lansdale Hodson 


It teems with ideas. It Stimulates . . . Mr. Hodson has 
written an urgent dramatic novel; a novel that has come 
from the 9 the heart ; a novel that will be discussed.—News 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. net 


THE FAIR OF ST. JAMES 
By Eleanor Farjeon 
A Fantasia in which is described all the whimsical char- 
acters connected with the “ Foire St. Jacques.” 


Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. net 
AND 


LOUDER anp FUNNIER ByP. G.Wodehouse 


fiction alone Mr. Wodehouse amuses the milli 


Crown Sve. 6d. net 


FABER & FABER LIMITED 
24 RUSSELL SQUARE, W.C.I 
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librarians, as “the Cinderella of the municipal service?” It is 
unprofitable to rake up half-forgotten tragedies, else the incapacity 
of the professional y in the past might well be pilloried. We are 
assured that professionally we were never so alert and vigorous as 
now; the Library Association, we are told, moves from strength to 
Strength. If this be true, if indeed the Library Association has out- 
grown its preoccupation with trivialities and petty personalities, it 
might well consider the advisability of taking action to try and main- 
tain and, in more suitable times, expand, the public library service. 
It is nat so very long ago that education was a poor neglected thing 
munici#pally ; now it is a giant capable of swallowing public libraries 
at any «ime, and probably only prevented from doing so by the 
insignificance of the library service. But if we ask ourselves how this 
amazing change has come about, we shall, I think, realise that it is 
largely due to the faét that the mob has been persuaded to adopt 
education as a catchword by the intelligent propaganda of various 
bodies, not least among them being the admirably organised and 
brilliantly led N.U.T. Is it not time that the library profession began 
to attack instead of always fighting on the defensive ? We complain 
of lack of appreciation of the work of public libraries, yet we rarely 
tell the public what work we do. Unco-ordinated local efforts by 
individual librarians are helpful, but continued publicity through 
the press agencies by a national body is really needed. It is unfortu- 
nate that libraries are scattered in small units and are consequently 
easy toattack ; at their frequent amputations it is apparently no one’s 
business to rush forward with restoratives. The Library Association 
has a clear duty to uphold the — of the library movement 
throughout the country ; it should face the hard fa that the number 
of really efficient libraries is negligible and that loud voices at con- 
ferences are no measure of the local prestige of libraries. The economic 
insufficiency of the public library movement has been obvious for 
years; coming events will seriously threaten its already tenuous 
existence ; and action to prevent any further shrinkage is a prime 
duty of the representative body of the profession. 


Subject Index of Books published 
before 1880 
By R. A. 


Many years of bibliographical research have convinced me of the 
need for a Subject Index to Books before 1880, prior to the com- 
mencement of the well-known Subje& Index by Mr. G. K. Fortescue, 
which is in use in every well equipped reference library. 

With this need in view, I have seleéted some 50,000 titles from 
the bibliographical colletions which I have accumulated during 
many years. 

These collections contain books on every subje& from the 
earliest date, and from many sources, therefore my Index is not 
limited to books in the British Museum, although a great many of 
the titles have been extracted from the General Catalogue. Wherever 
the books on a subjeé are likely to possess plates, some bibliographical 


CARD CATALOGUE 
EFFICIENCY 


The most economical and best method of Cataloguing a Library is on Cards, 

but to get the greatest advantage out of a good system, you require cards which 

are perfeétly cut, and of good material and a c4binet with perfe& devices for 

the proper display and handling of the cards. Imperfe& materials will wreck 
efficient cataloguing. 


L. STANLEY JUST says of Libraco Cabinets— 

“ There are features in the Libraco Card Cabinets which are unique. 
One reason for this is that, unlike any other makers that I know of, Libraco 
have never Standardised their Cabinets, every detail and fitting has been 
continually scrutinised and improved. The gravity catch, the screw- 
action adjustable back strut, the drawer catch—these are mechanically 
perfeét, and make the devices of other cabinets appear crude and clumsy. 
And that Libraco are still untired in the search for the best is shown by 
their latest development—the inclined tray.” 


THE ADVANTAGES OF THE INCLINED DRAWER 


have appealed irresistibly to users who have examined it, because the drawers 
running on an incline give the correct position to the cards for easy handling 
and reference. A slight touch is sufficient to send the drawer home and to 


remain closed until again required. 

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES 
have placed an order for four large cabinets of this unique type, specially 
designed by the Architeéts, Messrs. Adams, Holden and Pearson. Other 
Lbraries that have ordered the Inclined Drawer are the Cardiff, Deptford, 

Paisley, Newport and University Library, Nottingham. 

OVER £3,000 OF LIBRACO CABINETS 
were supplied in 1931 to libraries, which is an indication of their popularity 


and efficiency. 
p of Inclined D Cab 
- 40°00 
9 - 8 o 
- £11 0 o 
Carriage Paid. 


Durodex Catalogue Cards, medium weight, rotary cut card by card with square 
edge, exa&t to size, 124 cm by 7$cm., accurately punched round hole, 8s. per 
1,000, less quantity discounts. 


LIBRACO LIMITED 
62 CANNON ST., LONDON, E.C.4 
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source has been used from which the number and state of the plates 
can be ascertained. This information is not obtainable from the 
General Catalogue of the British Museum. 

The method adopted by Mr. G. K. Fortescue for the Subje& 
Index for the period subsequent to 1880, namely, by subjects arranged 
in alphabetical order with short title entries, has been followed in 
the main, but the most definite subje& heading has been used. 
Classified headings have been avoided, except in the case of names of 
countries under the subjeéts which are large enough to require this 
form of sub-division. 

As books of all periods from the 15th to the 19th centuries, in 
all languages (except Slavonic and Oriental) are included in the work, 
it is possible for a student to obtain a list of the more important works 
issued during a period of 450 years, on the subjeé in which he is 
interested. 

The number of Subje& Headings is very large and an effort 
has been made to give some books on the greatest number of subjects, 
rather than a mass of titles on the larger subjeéts which are more likely 
to be found in accessible bibliographies. 

To the enormous mass of printed matter from the invention of 
ge to 1879, this volume may appear rather as a drop in a bucket. 

¢ number of books, however, which relate to a definite subje& 
form a very small proportion of the whole and it may be suggested 
that a library of 50,000 volumes, restriéted to works on definite subjects, 
would be a remarkably valuable colleétion for reference purposes. 

There is no suggestion that the work is a list of Best Books. 
I do not claim to be competent to pass judgment upon such a mass of 
literature. 

A prospectus now in preparation contains, as a specimen of 
the work, a bibliography of Military Uniforms prior to 1880, showing 
the style of entry and the information with regard to illustrations, etc. 
Besides bringing these works together under Costume, Military, 
instead of adopting the semi-classification scheme of the British 
Museum, under ENGLAND, Army, Uniforms, each entry indicates 
wherever possible the number of plates and whether coloured or not. 

I think I have indicated the scope of this work clearly in this 
little article and have no doubt that the forthcoming volume will 
arouse considerable interest. 


Thin Paper Novels. 


The problem of restricted shelf room is being solved by Messrs. 
Ernest Benn Ltd., who are publishing a series of full length novels 
printed on good, thin paper, strongly bound. The volumes occupy 
about half the space of the old bulking style and will last far longer. 
They are particularly suitable for the railway traveller to slip con- 
veniently in his pocket when he reaches his station. A few years ago 
Librarians feared that these slim volumes might form an irresistible 
temptation to the unscrupulous reader with access to the shelves, but 
now they are welcomed to save space on the shelves. One of the 
series, to be published shortly, 1s “ Which of Them? A murder 
Mystery,” by Peter Black. 


— 
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Some Famous English Bookshops 
I 


Notes on the Firm of J. & J. Leighton 
and the Old House in Brewer Street 


By Wriiutam Davies. 
(continued.) 

We hardly need an excuse for mentioning our other one-time 
neighbour at No. 38 (now No. 39), namely, that remarkable charaéter 
the Chevalier d’7Eon de Beaumont (1728-1810), secret agent of the 
French king, minister plenipotentiary in London, &c.; ordered to 
wear woman’s clothing on compliance with which the payment of his 
pension depended. He was in England several times and finally 
took up his residence in London from 1785 till his death in 1810, 
which occurred at 26, New Milman Street off Lamb’s Conduit 
Street (16). The musicians referred to above as having performed at 
Hickford’s, »/z., Bach, Abel and Cramer, together with Angelo the 
fencer (whom D’Eon assisted in writing his book of 1787) met in 1777 
on the occasion of “ an excellent dinner” given by the Chevalier 
the next day after he “‘ had donned the petticoat.” The sale catalogue 
of his books (at Christie’s 1791) is before us as we write (17), and it is 
interesting to recall that several times have certain of these items 
been through our hands since then and replaced in our book-cases 
which were only a few yards away from where D’Eon’s library was in 
the 18th century. It may be noted that D’Eon’s signature in these 
books is invariably “‘ Chevaliére” (18). 

John Leighton III in the ‘“ Bookplate Annual,” 1895, already 
cited, describes our old house, No. 40, in a note to an article ‘‘ The 
Find of the Year: the Book-Plate of the Chevalier d’Eon.” “ Asa 
youth, I was well acquainted with d’Eon’s mansion, for it adjoined 
my grandfather’s—a foe finer house, with two Staircases, and a large 
courtyard, with extensive vaults below . . . and a pump (19). . . 


( 16) Thos. Copeland (1781-1855), the Surgeon who disseéted the body of the 
Chevalier, lived at 4 Golden Sq. and was known to the Leightons, see Bookplate 
Annual, 1895, p. 35, note by John III. 


(17) There were two other sales, 1793 and 1813. 


(18) Portraits of famous fencers, including D’Eon, will be found in a thin folio 
compiled by B. Bertrand, “‘ Professor d Escrime’’ to the Prince Imperial, several 
of our Royal Princesses, teacher of Irving and Bancroft, etc., who founded the 
“* Academie d’Armes,” 10 Warwick Street, 1856. We used to bind this book for 
him at different times for presentation to his friends. The copy, inscribed “a mon 
ami W. J. Leighton, son tres devoue B. Bertrand,” is now before us. M. Bertrand 
died aged 90 and his son Felix who succeeded him died 7 Apr., 1930. 


(19) We can well believe in the pump, for in 1853 there was a violent outbreak 
of cholera in the neighbourhood, caused by overflowing of cesspools into a well 
whence came the water supply of the inhabitants. This was not the first time in 
this country, for in 1849 thousands died of the epidemic in London alone. Among 
our batch of relics is a notice served on Leightons by the local body, “ Governors 
of the Poor,” 16 Nov., 1849, ordering removal of cesspool, etc. Such were the 
conditions in the “ best ’’ houses of the time. 
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My grandfather’s house had three entrances from different streets, 
and there had probably been a fourth before the stables were let (20) 

. At the time of which I am speaking, a watch-box stood at my 
grandsire’s door . . .” The entrance hall was covered with large 
black and white marble squares which in time had to be replaced with 
mosaic ; there were also two gracefully designed alcoves with seats 
which were used by waiting customers ; the whole house was lined 
with oak panelling and ornamented with handsome carved pilasters, 
etc. There was a vaulted strong room on the ground floor at the back, 
with a massive iron door and an immense key; and this vault was 
the first thing the invaders made a survey of so that they could tunnel 
through to Sherwood Court. This safe led out of the “ Little Room ” 
where the partners Mr. John and Mr. James took their siesta in the old 
spacious days, with their pipe box (complete with tinder and lighters) 
between them on the table on which this is now being written. What 
they would have thought of it all had they been able to see into the 
future we can only imagine. 


Speaking of tinder boxes which (practically) have been revived 
recently and seeing a return of horses into favour (did we not see a 
high-stepping pair of quadrupeds attached to a milk-cart the other 
day ?) it seems just possible that we may yet see the neo-Georgian 
bucks careering on their hobbyhorses at the rate of a good 10 m.p.h. 
and no more, towards the Northern Heights which were once visible 
from where we now write. 


The Studio on the first floor of No. 40 must not be overlooked in 
these notes. The earliest occupant of whom we have record was 
James Hall (? 1800-54), advocate and amateur painter; author of 
“ The Jotting Book,” 1839, and articles on ‘‘Binocular Perspective,” 
etc., 1852. The Duke of Wellington (21) and Sir Walter Scott used 
often to visit the studio to be portrayed by Hall, the picture of the 
Duke being exhibited at the R.A. in 1838. Hall’s brother was Capt. 
Basil Hall and had friends in Sir David Wilkie and Sir John 
Watson-Gordon (1788-1864), the latter of whom shared Hall’s studio 
when in London. Sir John’s own unfinished study of Scott made in 
1830 is in the National Gallery of Scotland, and we may remark that 
before us are various other sketches and studies of the novelist made in 
1838 and 1843 by Watson-Gordon, together with details of the hall 
pavement at Abbotsford, etc., as if in preparation for another picture. 
Watson-Gordon also painted Hall’s father, Sir James, and also the 
De in the National Portrait London (see 


(20) The map ty Wm. Rhodes, “ A correé plan of the Parish of St. ‘iat 
Westminster, 1770,”” shows two courts, Crown pian of (from Sherrard Street) and 
Smith’s Court (from Gt. Windmill Street), which no doubt communicated with 
back entrances to the house at that time. They are shown in a lease of 1811. In 
James Leighton’s MS. plan of 1839 Crown Court is called Sherrard Court and 
though the other entrance is not shown it appears on a lease of same date. In 
the writer’s own time there was no through-way by Smith’s Court, for it was 
gradually encroached upon by out-buildings. In the 1811 lease “ Sherrard House ”’ 
is indicated as abutting on the south end of our workshops ; this would be the house 
of “ Esquire Sherwood,” who was living there in 1680 according to Wheatley’s 
Cunningham. 


(21) John IIL. (op. cit.) mentions Wellington as a visitor. 
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The MS. Livre d’Heures of Marguerite de Lorraine, Dame de Blamont (c. 1398- 
S 1469 ?) mentioned in her Will (1469) but not recognised as hers until 450 years 


afterwards. 
In the possession of J. & J. Leighton, Ltd. 


q 


180 Tue Lisprary Wortp 


the artist’s own portrait by John Graham-Gilbert is in the Scottish 
Gallery. 

The original MS. of “ Waverley” was given by Hall to the 
Advocates’ Library, Edinburgh, and there can be little doubt that 
Scott had presented him with it as a mark of esteem. 

Wilkie himself (22) left an unfinished portrait of Hall, and the 
mention of the former brings us to John Burnet (1784-1868), painter 
and engraver, who was the fellow-pupil of Wilkie and for whom he 
engraved plates after Wilkie’s paintings. Burnet was the author of 
several books on art, several of which bear J. & J. Leighton’s imprint. 

The next record is that of Wm. Telbin(1813-73), the scene painter. 
Walter Leighton often used to say that this artist worked at No. 40, 
and it was only the other day that the writer chanced on the reference 
in Forster’s Dickens how Telbin was working in a “ secluded bower ” 
in Brewer St. on the scenery for the Novelist’s private theatricals, 
c. 1856. 

We next consult a note we have from Sir John Gilbert in 1860 
in reference to the renewal of his tenancy of “ the room in your 
house,” addressed to the Leightons. Lucas is another name we have 
by us as told us verbally but there were five artists of that name and 
at present we have not been able to connect any of them with No. 40. 
The last of the art fraternity the writer remembers as poets there 
(c. 1900) were H. Gillard Glindoni and H. T. Schafer, who both 
exhibited at the R.A. 

Much could be said of the shades of William Hunter, John Sheldon, 
Faujas de St. Fond, Tom Sayers, George Dawe, R.A., Nancy Parsons, 
Ralph Nickleby, Angelica’ Kauffmann, John Nash, Mrs. Cibber, 
Humphrey Clinker, who haunt the immediate neighbourhood (a 
motley assembly if they met), but their tale must be told by others. 

Our present premises at 100 Great Russell Street are stillin Bookland 
among historical and literary associations, for not to mention proximity 
to the British Museum, the building we are in seems to be that in 
which the friend of Dr. Johnson, Topham Beauclerk (1739-80) and 
his wife Lady Diana had their famous library (23) of 30,000 volumes (24). 
Horace Walpole, in a letter of 1779, says, ““ Mr. Beauclerk has built 
a library in Gt. Russell St. that reaches half way to Highgate. Every- 
body goes to see it. It has put the Museum’s nose quite out of joint.” 
Lady Diana (1734-1808) is well-known as the illustrator of Biirger’s 
“ Leonora,” 1796, Dryden’s “ Fables,” 1797, and other works. (Copies 
of these books are before us as we write—another instance of books 
returning to their old home as it were). Walpole speaks of her art 
with “ extravagant enthusiam.” 


(22) John IIL. (op; cit.) says : “In the dear old drawing-room Sir David Wilkie 
ny | and Sir John Watson Gordon set his palette through the London Season.” 
also mentions Henry Russel, the Vocalist, as a visitor to the house. 


(23) There is a commemoration tablet to the Beauclerks on the adjoining 
premises, but we are told that it was transferred thence some time ago from its 
original place. -As the dividing line between the two houses happens to be that of 
the boundary between the parishes of St. Giles and of St. George, the antiquary 
well versed in these matters will be able to decide the question. We have just noted 
that our premises as shown on Horwood’s map, 1794, are there numbered 109, 


(24) Sold by auétion by S. Paterson, 9 Apr., 1781; 50 days’ sale. 
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Officium B.M.V, Italian MS. XV. cent. Written and illuminated for a member 
of the Sabrano family, Counts of Ariano (Naples). 


In the possession of J. €> J. Leighton, Ltd. 


The same building may have formed part of Thanet House, 
the residence of the Earls of Thanet according to Wheatley’s 
Cunningham. 


A few doors away is where the Pugins, the architeéts (the elder a 
pupil of “‘ Regent St.” Nash), lived, the house being another example 
of re-numbering causing confusion. Further on, in Caroline Street, 
lived J. P. Kemble (as well as in a house where the British Museum 
now stands). His aétor brother Stephen Geo. Kemble’s copy of the 
znd Folio Shakespeare stands near our table where we write. 


Thus we end a rather discursive article, and we trust the reader 
is none the worse for having had put before him a few minor historical 
dates and particulars which otherwise might have been forgotten, 
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especially in this time of constant change and alteration. A few facts 
are always something to be thankful for. 
“The Pilgrims’ way across the hills we endeavour to retrace 
Which Time’s erasing finger has done its utmost to efface.” 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ARISTARCHUS, 

I welcome you to this correspondence, and if I take you to task 
on your first letter I do so in the friendliest spirit of expostulation. 
Have you noticed, being yourself young on your own admission, 
how very unoriginal and conservative the young are? They pursue 
one line of approach to their elders invariably; they would be 
iconoclasts, innovators, originators; they remain in their want of 
all these things as ordinary as ready-made garments. I wonder which 
of the young in the dawn of the world first cried 

Down WITH THE O_LD— 
for that is what most young men utter when they have cut their first 
wisdom tooth, isn’t it? That is what you, true to type, utter in your 
first letter. For what are your animadversions against necessary 
library technique and against conferences and, indeed, against that 
which /s, but repetitions of a story so trite that older men hearing it 
smile and go their way ? 
A OricinaL YounG MAN 

would be one who sat down and tried honestly, not superficially, 
to recognise the good in the men who have already trodden the path 
he himself must inevitably follow. But, as with folk who fall in love, 
who ever heard of a young library wight adopting the experienced 
advice of an elder ? 

Of course, you are as aware as I am that when you describe 
cataloguing and classification as more or less unnecessary you are 
merely fooling. For example, “ our classification schemes, over which 
years of thought, . . . are crumbling before the attacks of modern 
ideas of display—goods in the shop window.” is an absolute con- 
fusion of ideas if you really intended to say that. If you honestly 
think that the literary Woolworths of our library world have the 
whole ichor of life in them and that a really representative, carefully 
chosen and adequately catalogued and arranged library is n.g., why 
you are quite entitled to your opinion. It is a completely woolly- 
brained and wrong one all the same. And by this I do not mean that 
I am averse from all the display we can get. Display, such as is 
boasted of to-day, was one of the main features of Mr. Jast’s contribu- 
tion to libraries thirty years ago, and he is as stri€t an advocate of 
close classification and full analytic cataloguing as public libraries 
have had. There was book-display on special forms and cases at 
Wallasey twenty-five years ago, and pictures, flowers and coloured 
notices—al! the work of Mr. Savage. It is only in the past five years 
that a few other Northern libraries have discovered this form of 
seduction, and—quite rightly—they shout aloud for joy at the results ; 
but—quite wrongly—they and you think it can displace librarianship. 
It is the merest auxiliary. 

Your friend did no ill that required correction by the Deity in 
teaching children the card catalogue and the classification—so long 
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Officium B.M.V. Italian MS. XV. cent. Written and illuminated for a member 
of the Sabrano family, Counts of Ariano (Naples). 


In the possession of J. € J. Leighton, Ltd. 


as he also taught what they led to. Surely shat was as useful as showing _ 
them a “ display of books ” which in the space that could be devoted 
to a lesson would only mean mental indigestion. Don’t lose sight 


of fundamentals in your enthusiasm for advertisements. 


Another point is the 


YounG Man’s EXAGGERATION, 
as when you aver that “‘ one of the most brilliant contributors to 
library journalism” was persecuted and banned. You really mean 
that a clever young scribe used an official journal to criticise in some- 
what unrestrained terms a fellow member of the association which 
publishes the journal, don’t you ? He was perhaps asked to be more 
discreet, but [ have no personal knowledge on that point. The 
Library Assiftant, however, is the journal of a large body whose ideas 
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are as various as are their ideals. It has be come the stamping ground 
of a few witty youngsters whose library achievements are not yet 
known; and they must remember that there is a discipline in 
journalism. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE. 

I am left gaping with admiration at the assurance of one of them 
who complains that candidates are not permitted to smoke at L.A. 
examinations. He even boasts that he defied the invigilators and 
“managed to smoke continuously at examinations in May and 
December, 1931.” The invigilator, who was an older librarian 
giving his services freely and at some inconvenience, had of course 
the alternative of chucking him out; but preferred to submit to the 
impertinence, I suppose. Is this even decent behaviour ? Is it really 
true of the young person of to-day that his brains can only function 
through the sucking of pipe or cigarette ? Wouldn’t a feeding bottle 
do just as well? Why not do the thing we//, and ask that cigars, 
pipes, cigarettes, matches and ash-trays be provided as well as pens 
and paper by the Library Association ? 


Wuat we Must nor 

I am delighted with all things which bind the Americans and 
ourselves, but I recognise that they are a foreign nation even in their 
libraries. Perhaps most there, because the spirit that animates a 
Scandinavian or a Dutch library is more akin to our own than is the 
American, and certainly the scales of England and these nearer 
European countries sway more to a level. But I gained my love for 
America from one or two rather despised books—Thayer’s Lag- 
Cabin to White House was one of them, but the main creator of my 
affection was Edward S. Ellis, whose Deerfoot, Log Cabin and River 
series did it. Well! it appears that someone, somewhere in the 
United States of the 2oth century, has drawn up an admirable Index 
Librorum Expurgandorum, or a \ist of the damned,—of the outcasts 
from the pure bibliothecal sanctuaries of that great land. It is a list 
of those that offend children, and in the January issue of the increas- 
ingly interesting Wilson Bulletin | find a lady— 

Mrs. Mary E. S. Roor— 
sets out heroically such a list she has prepared “ of books in series 
not circulated in standardized libraries.” I don’t know what standard- 
ized libraries are: the term is horrible and suggests a strait-waistcoat 
type. It may mean libraries which never on any account exercise 
any individual judgment in their book-selection but always depend 
upon standard lists drawn up by boards or committees. It may be 
something quite different, and you and I shiver to contemplate 
libraries selected by some central bureau. Anyway this list tells us 
that none of these “Standardized” book emporia may lend Mrs. 
L. T. Meade’s “ 104 titles for girls.” They have socked Horatio 
Alber, Ralph Bonehill, Hiram Alfred Cody and Oliver Optic, and 
my withers are unwrung because I’ve never encountered any of them 
on this side; but in this same list—I rub my eyes, but it /s so—is 
this abominable entry, “ Ellis, Edward Sylvester: Launch boys and 
other series.” Dear Mrs. Mary E. S. Root, is this a joke ? If so, it is 
really fanny. Do you, do all the standardized ladies in the whole of 
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Railway Literature 1556-1830 


A Handlist. By R. A. Peddie. Crown 8vo, cloth. 


10s. 6d. net. 

“Students of railway history owe Mr. Peddie a debt of 

gratitude for the labour and care which has been bestowed on 
this book." —The Engineer. 


“‘Well worth its price of 10s. 6d. net as an important 
contribution to bibliography.’’—The Clique. 
In the press. 


Place Names in Imprints. 2 mex 
to the Latin and other Forms used on Title Pages. By R.A. 


Peddie. Crown 8vo, cloth. 10s. 6d. net. 
A work indispensable for bibliographical research. 
In preparation. 


Subject Index of Books pub- 
lished before 1880. 4 sciection of 


some 50,000 titles arranged on similar lines to Fortescue’s 
Subject Index of Books. By R. A. Peddie. 


The pectus, containing the section on Military Costume, is 
now os tan pent and will be sent on application. 


Erasmus, Praise of Folly. puvisnea 
at Basle in 1515 and decorated with 82 Marginal Drawings 
of Hans Holbein the Younger. £7 12s. 6d. 


Now Reproduced in Perfect Facsimile. Sm. 4to. 2 parts in 
case. Boards. Part I. contains 168 pages of facsimile in line 
and in colour. Part II. contains 88 pages of Introductory Text. 


Servetus (Michael). teonardum 
Fuchsium Apologia. Autore Michaele Villanovano. Without 
name of place or printer. (Lyons: Gilles Huguetan) 1536. 
(Facsimile Reprint 1909). 8vo, boards. 16s. 6d, 

The origi of this facsimile is one of the rarest items in the 


bibliography of Servetus, the great medi hilosopher who was 
burned at Geneva at the instigation of Calvin. 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Coptic House, 51 Gt. Russell St., London, W.C.1 
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the broad states of the “ Land of the Free” know of any child 
past or present, high or low, who has received one tittle of harm from 
the author of Ned in the Woods? Have they really read The Cabin in 
the Clearing? It is as noble a boys’ book as has come out of America ; 
it has done more good, created more friends for that country, than all 
the Hergesheimers, Dreisers, and Whartons; yea, even more than 
Hawthorne or—another great writer some American librarians 
affe& to despise—James Lane Allen. This is not wild surmise ; it is 
sheer faét. And as to banishing the sweet and true-hearted L. T. 
Meade—well, well, well! But fancy a list of books you musn’t 
circulate imposed on a whole country by “ standardized libraries | ” 
I shall look forward to your next with pleasure. 
ERATOSTHENES. 
[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers on Our Arrairs.”—Editor, Tue Lrsrary Wor 


Obituary 
Mr. Joun Atzert GREEN, who died on January 11th, was born at 
Heywood, Lancashire, in 1858. A book-lover from his earliest 
days, he began life in a book shop, and, after experience in various 
occupations, became Librarian of the Heywood Industrial Co-opera- 
tive Society in 1886. In 1897 he was appointed Librarian of the 
Moss Side Public Library, where, under the sympathetic chairman- 
— of Councillor Axon, an ex-librarian, he began the fine De Quincey 
and Gaskell colleétions which are now in the Manchester Reference 
Library. In 1904 Moss Side was incorporated with Manchester 
and he became Branch Librarian of Moss Side. In 1916 he was 
appointed Librarian of Special Collections in the Reference Library, 
and until he was superannuated in 1924, he devoted himself to 
rey or eh the numerous special collections in that library, and to 
the displaying of its riches in a series of exhibitions. He compiled 
many catalogues and several biblio a, amongst the latter being 
bibliographies of Heywood rues Quincey (1908) and Mrs. 
Gaskell (1911). Mr. Green had a genial personality and he was 
always ready to place his very extensive bibliographical knowledge 
at the dis any enquirer. He was a born colleftor. His own 
remarkable collection relating to Heywood was presented by him to 
the Heywood Public Library, and his Samuel Taylor Coleridge col- 
le&tion (more than 7oo volumes) was recently acquired by the Man- 
chester Reference Library. He edited the “ Heywood Notes and 
Queries,” of which four volumes were issued, from 1905 to 1909, 
and he deputised for the Chief Librarian in the editing of the Man- 
chester Corporation “ Official Handbook” for several years. He 
was for many years a Fellow of the Library Association. 

We re to announce the death on November zoth, 1931, of Mr. 
S. Tidd » ey! Librarian of Portsmouth City Libraries, 
who had-served in ibraries Department there for upwards of 
47 years. He was the son of the late W. Tidd Matson, the Congre- 
— Minister who wrote reply apes hymns. He entered the 

ibrary at Portsmouth in 1884, Of many years was in char 

of the ViGoria Road Branch, from which he was promoted to 
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of Deputy after the appointment of Mr. J. Hutt as Borough 

ibrarian in 1917. He was a well-known | cricketer, and con- 

tinued to play till comparatively recently. He was 64 years of age, 
being due to retire on superannuation in April next. 

Mr. H. J. Rennie, Librarian of Stanley Public Library, King’s 
Lynn, passed away very suddenly on November 2nd, 1931. During 
his period of office he has accomplished much, and not the least was 
the Readers’ Quarterly, which to-day is very popular in the distri&. 


’ Mr. C. H. Senior, Librarian of Rawmarsh, and previously on the 


Staff of the Dewsbury Public Libraries, was appointed in his place. 


Personal News. 


Jonn B. Purpre, A.L.S., Librarian, ‘Cricklewood Branch Library, 
Willesden (formerly of Glasgow Public Libraries) has been appointed 

uty City Librarian, Bristol. Other selected candidates were: 
J. Snaith (Bethnal Green), F. Sargeant (Coventry), J. Revie (Birm- 
ingham). 

Miss E. M. Talmey, First Assistant, Hove, to be Assistant 
Librarian, Hove. Salary, £180 to £250 per annum. 

H. A. Fellows, appointed Librarian, Public Library, Rawmarsh, 
Yorkshire, Member of Association of Assistant Librarians and 
N.A.L.G.O., three certificates of the Library Association—Seéions 
4 5, and 6. Trained at Tottenham Public Library. 


Library Topics 


Burton-on-Trent 

Mr. M. H. B. Mash, A.L.A., Borough Librarian, is responsible 
for an innovation at Burton Juvenile Library, and “ Chats to Children” 
are being given in the library every Tuesday and Thursday night. 

Over 200 children were present at the inaugural talk, which was 
given by the Worshipful the Mayor (Councillor Mary Goodger, J.P.), 
who spoke on the duties of a Mayor. Mr. Mash has been able to 
interest prominent Burton townspeople in the scheme, and talks are 
to be given by authorities on their various subjects. 

In the January number of the Burton-upon-Trent Public Library 
Balletin is an article on Handel by Harold Wynne, A.L.C.M. It is 
interesting to note, too, that the Society of Graphic Art is holding 
its first provincial exhibition at Burton. 
Coventry 

of Nowell to the Chief Librarian- 
ship of Man , Coventry librarians have secured a remarkable 
trio of important appointments, having supplied Glasgow, Edin- 
burgh and chester with their Chief Librarians. 

A very fine and extremely well produced wore sd of books 
on Aeronautics has just been issued by the Coventry Public Libraries 
Service. The bibliography, which consists of more than 330 works 
contained in the libraries, is a very good example of what this type 
of compilation should be, and great credit is due to Mr. Harry 
Serjeant, F.L.A., Coventry’s Chief Assistant, for a very fine piece of 
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Croydon 

The Readers’ Index and Guide for November-December contains 
a most interesting article by Kenneth Ryde, of the Libraries Staff, on 
“ Some Croydon Place Names and their Meanings.” 

In the January number Mr. Edward A. Martin, Vice-Chairman 
of the Croydon Public Libraries Committee gives his personal re- 
colleétions of authors. 


Darlington 

The new Darlington Public Library and Museum Bulletin extends 
to 32 pages and gives a large selection of the latest additions. A 
short list is given of books on French art. 


Fulham 

The Fulham Public Libraries Committee has held a most unique 
and interesting Exhibition at the Central Library. It consists of Books 
and Pidtures of the Schoolroom and Nursery issued during the period 
1700—1850. Over thirty different colleGtors have loaned items for 
this Exhibition and a seleé list has been issued. The Exhibition 
opened on December 14th and closed on January 16th. 

Hyde 

A Children’s Library has recently been added to the Hyde Public 
Library. Its acquisition was made possible by a grant from the 
Carnegie Trust. 

It is a great pleasure to welcome the Hyde Bookman as a newcomet 
in library journals. It is well printed and produced, and articles on 
“ Warwick Deeping,” “ R. H. Mottram,” “ Some M Novels,” 
appeared in the first two issues. We congratulate Mr. F. A. Richards 
on the journal. 

Liverpool 

Has arranged a fine series of Story Hours to Children for the 
Session 1931-32. 

Manchester 

The Manchefler Librarian for January consists almost entirely 
of eulogistic articles on Mr. L. Stanley Jast, Manchester’s famous 
ex-librarian. 


Newark 

The Gilstrap Library Magazine contains some winning 
Stories sent in in conneétion with the recent Chi ’s Story 
Competition. 
Norwich 


The Norwich Readers’ Guide gives a fine lis on “ French Art” 
extending to 3 pp. and a second list on “ Disarmament.” 
Wall 

In the January Wallasey Readers’ Guide is continued the list of 
“‘ Indispensable Works ot Reference.” it showa prove of gueat 
value to readers. 
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Library Reports 

Banrr Education Committee.—sth Annual Report of the County 
Library Scheme. Connty Librarian, Alex. Christie. 

Since its inception five years ago the scheme has steadily advanced in popularity 
and usefulness, and in the year covered by this report greater adtivity than ever 
before was displayed. Seven new centres were opened, bringing the total up fo 77. 
The book stock now Stands at 22,775, which is 3,962 more than last year. ks 
available at the centres number 46,623. A total circulation of 159,976 was recorded, 
an increase of 6,531. Active members registered reached 10,238, an increase of 
1,660. The expenditure incurred amounted to £1,615, all of which was drawn 
from the County rate. A catalogue of general literature in the Library is to be pub- 
lished at an early date. 

BraprorD Public Libraries, Art Gallery and Museum.—61st Annual 
Report. Chief Librarian, W.H. Barraclough. Population, 298,041. 
Rate, 4.440d. Income from Rate, £29,447. Stock: Lending, 
223,270; Reference, 98,002. Additions, 36,202. Withdrawals, 
10,711. Issues: Lending, 2,222,429; Reference, 188,124. Com- 
mercial Library, 94,153; Children’s room, 173,622. Borrowers, 
49,429. Branches, 18. Travelling Libraries, 13. 

Some idea of the rise of the library service may be gathered from a table pub- 
lished in the above Report. It shows that the number of readers enrolled during 
the last ten years has increased by 85 per cent and the circulation of books by 135 
per cent. In the year being reviewed 339,700 more books were circulated than in 
the revious. The projected alterations of the Central building are now in 
bend, cad will, & fe be leted early in the New Year. The Clayton 
Branch Library is being transfo to open-access, thus ing provision for 
double the former stock. In the new housing eStates, shops have converted 
into temporary library premises. Over 20,000 school children in class attended 
the organised visits to the Libraries during the year. Several special exhibitions 
were held in the Art Gallery and attraéted 105,000 people. The attendance at the 
Muscum reached 112,000, 


CueEsTERFIELD Public Library—Annual Report of the Committee 
for the year 1930-1931. Librarian, L. C. Jackson. Population, 
65,270. Rate, 2.46d. Income from Rate, £2,827. Stock: Lending, 
17,597; Juvenile, 2,477; Reference, 1,855. Delivery station, 1,423. 
School Libraries, 2,098. Additions, 4,849. Withdrawals, 1,841. 
Issues: Lending, 249,719; Juvenile, 42,871; Reference, 13,682. 
Delivery Station, 15,936. School Libraries, 14,493. Borrowers, 
13,845 ; extra tickets, 3,656. 

The 


Eccies Public Libraries.—Librarian’s Report, 1930-1931. Borough 
Librarian, |}. Wilson Lambert, F.L.A. Population, 46,250. Stock : 
Lending, 19,347; Reference, 2,950; ool Libraries, 2,021. 
Additions, 1,269. Issues: Lending, 158,912; Reference, 18,284; 
School Libraries, 11,846; Blind Readers, 216. Borrowers, 7,430. 

For several years past a very marked development in the appreciation of the 

i service has been experienced, and in the twelve months being reviewed 

the demand made upon the resources available has been greater than ever. All 

ts show increased issues, thus helping to prove that the progressive 
policy of the Committee is being amply justified. A branch library is to be ereéted 
at Winton. The need for further borrowing facilities is apparent when it is noticed 


> 
4 
A Library, and report with great satisfaction that over 20 per cent. of the population 
are registered readers. Last year’s issues, the highest ever recorded, amounted to 
Over 25,800 more than previously, and 70,000 more than two years ago. A number 
of interesting exhibitions were held in the Lending Library with good results, 
The funétions of the Borough Records and Museums Committee were transferred 
g to the Library Committee. 
»” 
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mile to secure their books. 

TorrenHnaM Public Libraries and Museum.— of the Librarian 
and Curator for the two ended 318t March, 1931. Chief 
Librarian and Curator, W. |. Bennett, F.L.A., F.Z.S. Population, 
157,748. Rate, 3$d. Income from Rate, £13,000. Stock : Lend- 
ing and Reference, 47,021; Branches, 29,333. Issues: Lending 
and Reference, 329,163; Branches, 397,470. Tickets in force, 
35,635. Branches, 3. Figures shown above are for last year only. 

During the two years under review the Libraries have continued to 
and develop their services with the result that all previous records have been left 
far behind. Many hundreds of new borrowers have been enrolled and the circula- 
tion of books has soared upwards by over 100,000. The Central Library is being 
re-organised and extended, and will eventually include a separate children’s room 
and a fully equipped Reference department. A further branch library was opened 
poy ac Cg 1930, and the results obtained there prove that a real demand has been 

a A permanent building is being ereéted to house the West Branch 

which heretofore has been accommodated in ened comy hut. 

Wican Public Libraries—s3rd Annual Report. Chief Librarian, 
Arthur J. Hawkes, FSA. Population, 90,000. Stock: Lending, 
22,694; Reference, 77,045; Junior, 2,674; Branch, 8,070. 
Additions, 3,054. Issues: Lending, 121,360; Reference, 37,649; 
Junior, 34,890 ; Branch, 46,516. School Libraries, 7,332. Delivery 
Stations, 5,951. Blind readers, 724. Borrowers, 8,917; extra 
tickets, 1 Branch. 2 Delivery stations. 

The service the Libraries progresses with varying degrees of success. 

The figures from some of the departments are below those of previous years, but 

the whole aggregate shows an increase of 25, 

The congestion at the Central Library is more marked than ever, eve ble 

space being occupied b the overflow from the shelves. The necessity of extension 

is clearly + a two years” it is Stated that the obliteration 
betting news from the newspapers in newsroom has had beneficial results, 


Book-Sele&tion Guide 
A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


ANNUAL BrscioGRAPHY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE. 

Volume XI., 1930. Edited by Mary S. Serjeantson. 8vo, cloth, 

. X., 232. Cambridge, Bowes and Bowes, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

is interesting reference book does not diminish either in size or value. The 

tabulation of the work published in 1930 by scholars of all nations on subjects con- 

nected in any way with English Language and English Literature is as effective as 

—- If it is necessary to be critical it might be Suggested that the section Literary 

might broken u up. To see “ Seven Dials,” “‘ The 

# Scodand and “ English Humour, cheek by jowl is a little annoying to the good 

classifier. 


Wo Wrore Asour Wuom. A Bibliography of Books on Con- 
temporary British Authors. Compiled by Kurt Ullrich. 8vo, 
wrappers s, BP. 60. Oxford, Blackwell, 1932. 

A fo of bibliography. Written and printed in Germany, it is ont 
issued in this country by Messrs. Blackwell Ltd. The main list is a catalogue of 
literary histories and biographies arranged under their authors’ names. The clues 
to the works relating to any particular author are only to be found from the index. 
An unsatisfaftory sort of work. 

Wruiraker’s Cumutattve Book List. Part XXX.—Annual Volume, 

1931. A Classified List of Publications giving Authors, Titles, 
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Sub-Titles, Sizes, Publishers, Prices and Dates of Issue, 
with an extended alphabetical index to Authors and Titles. 
4to, cloth, pp. xx., 317. London, Whitaker, 1932. 15s. net. 
This forms the 8th annual issue of Whitaker’s Book List. It has been improved 
pS eee pap of black type for the author entry in the index and by the use of a 
iter and more permanent paper. 
Tue Lrsrary AssocraTion YEAR Book, 1932. 8vo, cloth, pp. 327. 
London, Library Association, 1932. 5s. net (members 2s. 6d.). 
The year book of the L.A. marks yet another epoch in the history of this 
rtant society. We congratulate them on issuing what is really a very fine 


have the interests of the profession at heart. 


Cure (J. H.) This World First. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 212. London, 
Methuen, 1931. 6s. net. 

has taken as his theme the world’s betterment and seeks to show that all hopes 
the future rests upon man himself. It is a rather contentious work and seeks to 
show that under the urge of evolution mankind should be able to forge spiritual 
and mental weapons for the eternal struggle. 

Ham (B. Burnett) Handbook of Sanitary Law, for the use of Candidates 
for Public Health Qualifications. Fcap. 8vo, pp. xxxi., 366. 
London, Lewis, 11th ed., 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A special work which is of definite interest to all who are taking Public Health 
Examinations. 


Newron (Joseph Fort) The Religion of Masonry. An Interpretation. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160. London, Allen and Unwin, 1931. 5s. 
net. 

A most intelle&tual book that will appeal to all those interested in the craft. 


Warp (Herbert) Notes for the Study of English Education. From 
1860 to 1902. 8vo, cloth. London, Bell, 1929. 5s. net. 

An outline of the important events and enactments in English and Welsh 
Education from 1860 to the passing of the Education A&, 1902. 

Brirron (Hubert T. S.) Chemistry, Life and Civilisation. A Popular 
Account of Modern Advances in Chemistry. Illustrated. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. vi., 248. London, Chapman and Hall, 1931. os. 6d. 
net. 

A sketch of a most in and well illustrated, it is 
no hesitation in recommending this book. 

Reyrner (J. H.) Cine-Photography for Amateurs. Illustrated. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. viii., 180. London, Chapman and Hall, 1931. ros. 6d. 
net 


With the advent of the Cine Camera which has proved so , this volume 
will be found a most welcome addition to the photographic seétion of our libraries. 
Issued at a price which is well within the reach of everybody there should be no 
excuse for not including it in our book-stocks. 

Gattery Unreservep. A Collection of Experiences, Opinions and 
Stories connected with the Gallery and Galleryites. By A Gallery- 
ite. With a Foreword by W. Somerset Maugham. And Special 
Contributions by many famous authors and a¢tors. Illustrated. 
ee _— pp. xvi., 188. London, Heritage, 1931. 1os. 6d. net. 

plea for the support of the theatre, delightfully upheld by many 
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Deven (John Vanderveer) Indians, Crocodiles and Monkeys. TIllus- 
trated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 247. London, Appleton, 1931. 
7s. 6d. net. 
Life in the jungle has an enormous appeal circle of readers. Here is 
(Geoffrey) Going Further. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 
xxi., 396. London, Mathews and Marrot, ry bo net. 
An account of a most wonderful globetrotting journey motor cycle and 
side-car. The author this welled 28 miles and 
during journey tra 28,000 completely 
(Henri) The Soul of Translated by Eric Sutton. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 247 don, Mathews and Marrot, 
1931. 
Half memoirs, bal half ition, this charming book was awarded the Prix Goncourt 


in 1930. 
FICTION. 
Assorr (Jane) deer ae: Hill. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 319. 

London, 1931. §S. met. 

A Story of a Colonial home and a charming girl, Judith, who finds that she has 
to live up to the family traditions in a deserted village in Bouquet Valley, 
owing to her father having lost all his money. 

Currrorp (Lilian) The Second Adventure. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. 

London, Jenkins, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A double wedding and a double tragedy introduce us to a readable Story with 
a very poignant theme running through it. 

Crorrs (Freeman Wills) Sudden Death. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 284. 

London, Collins, 1932. 7s. 6d. net. 

A curious Story of a housekeeper and a governess in the family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Grinsmead. Murder is done and Inspector French is called in to solve it. The 
Story is ingenious and holds the reader to the very end. 

Denwoop (J. M.) John Peel. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 287. London, 

Hutchinson, ( £3932). 7s. 6d. net. 

against a background of Cumber- 

scenery 


Horwer (Sydney) Midnight Love. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 311. London, 
Jenkins, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A well-known author in light comedy vein. The sto etme ae 
vatious kinds, much of it thoroughly amusing, and some a little 


JUVENILE. 
Herrick (Robert) Little Black Dog. Frontis. 8vo, cloth, pp. 192. 
London, Chapman and Hall, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 
A charming dog Story that will appeal to both young and old alike. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

Paret (V. J.) The Indian View. With a Foreword by Dr. Evelyn 
Wrench. London, Friends of India, 1931. 3d. 

Sr. Lours Pustic Lrsrary Monruiy Vol. 29, Nos. 
to and 11. Oétober and November, 1931. 

Cannon (Lucius H.) Billboards and Aesthetic Legislation. New 
Applications of the Police Power. St. Louis Public Library, 
August, 1931. 25¢. 

Warraker’s Cumu.ative Boox Lisr. Part XXIX. January-Sep- 

tember, 1931. 9S. net. 
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The One 
on Manp Subjects 
Selected 
from the stock of 
Gratton & Ce... 
Crown Spo, 56 pp. vial | 
Coloured 


& 4 
Coptic Mouse; 


Help you 


The enterprising will 
find Poyles Depart- 
ment 2 very aid. Foyles 
have over two books 
on every subject and fosty” 
comprehensive Call, 
oF phone for: fall 


LIBRARIES DEPT. 3 
Charing Ccoss Read Loadan, W.C.2 | 
Gecrand 9920 dines.) 


London, 


Book-Auctton Records 
A PRIGED AND OTATED OU ARTEKLY 
RECORD OF N, EX INBURGAH, 
GLABGOW AND DUBLIN 
BOOK-AUCTION®S 


the Valves of Old B 


SUBSCRIPTION, 30/-net.per annum, POST FREE. 


Fither in 4 Q@arfterly Parts, or as a 
clofh bound Volume 


Vol, 29 Part, , bontaining Records of the Sales Oct.» 
In Paes For FURIGAMION KARLY 


Last Volume 28 for Auction Season 1930-3} 


Hesiry Stevens, Son & Stiles 


(Séle Propristets Gad 
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SUPPORT BRITISH INDUSTRIES 


All British Materials 
and Workmanship 
Throughout 


WE WOULD DRAW ATTENTION TO OUR NEW AND 
REVISED PRICE LIST RECENTLY MAILED TO YOU. 


IT WILL BE OF INTEREST TO YOU IF YOU ARE ANXIOUS 
TO EFFECT ECONOMIES AND AT THE SAME TIME 
RETAIN THE HIGH STANDARD OF WORKMANSHIP. 


WE OFFER YOU TEN STYLES OF BINDING IN WHICH 
NOTHING BUT BRITISH MATERIALS AND LABOUR 
ARE EMPLOYED. 


WE OFFER YOU A LEATHER BACK BINDING AT 
1s. 11d. PER CROWN 8vo BOOK. . 


IF YOUR LIST HAS BEEN MISLAID WE WILL POST 
ANOTHER UPON RECEIPT OF A POST-CARD. 


SUPPORT BRITISH INDUSTRIES BY SENDING YOUR 
BINDING TO :— 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbinders and Booksellers 


“PORTWAY, BATH 
ENGLAND. 


Printed by Faanx Jucxss Lrp., 30-31 Moland Street, Birmingham ; z 
and Published for the Can Gent Landen, Wi 
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